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PUBLIC MEETING.

A public meeting of the citizens of How-
ard county will be held in this place, on the
FIRST MONDAY IN APRIL NEXT
to appoint Delegates to the Radl Road Con-
vention, to be held on the First Wednesday
in June next, (a1 such place as shall hereaf-
ter be agreed wpon) and also to appoint
delegates to the Western River and Harbor
Convention, 1o be held in 8t. Louis, on the
Tenth Day of May next,

We return our sincere thanks 1o several |

fricnds who have exerted themselves in
procuring subscribers to the “Tives,” We
hope they will continue their exertions, on
nll proper ocensions. It costs them noth-
ing, benefits us and those who become sub.
seribers. It would be a very small task for
cach one of our present subecribers to pro.
cure one new one—ithe fuvor would bea
great one to us.  They ecan doit. Wi
Tuey!

TOWN ELECTION.

An clection for President and Five Trus-
ters, for the town of Fayette, will be held
on Monday, the 6t day of April next.

Howanrp len Scuoon.—An examina-
tion of the pupils of this institution com-
menced on Thursday murning, and wos
still progressing vesterday when we went
to press. A large number of persons were
in attendance, and the exercises scemed 1o
givae gonury] entisfaction,

For commencement of next session,
terms, &c., see advertisement in another
column,

FROM THE ARMY.

Gon. Scott reachod Tampico on the 10th
ult.  Active preparations were in progress,
and it was supposcd the troops were des-
tined for Vera Cruz, which place, it is said,
has  Leen  evacuated by the Mexicans
There had Leen several mild easvs of
gmall pox nt Matamoras,

Anothier company of Kentucky volun-
teers, 17 in number, under Capt. Heady,
have fallen into the hands of the enemy,
und been sent to San Luis. It is said that
Major Gaines, Capiains Danicls and Clay,
and the 80 men who were taken prisoners
with them, have all lieen killed.

Gen, Dotler, who is sick, Los returned
to New Qileans.

Santa Anna's movements are a perfect
mystery toour army. At Tampico, he
was supposcd 1o be in the direetion of
Monterey—while news from that quarter
shows that they suppose him on the coast,
We have butlittle doubt that another bat-
tle has been funght,

0 The professional and salaried men
of St, Lonis, talk of o public meeting, (o
express their feelings on the subject of the
Act to sustain the credit of the State.

Towa.—-The Legislature of Towa ad-
journed on the 25th ult, without electing
United States Scnators, or Judges of th
Supreme Court.  The locofoevs of the
Scnate, refused to meet the howse fur
these purposes. The session has been a
very turbulent one, and much, if not the
whole of it, may be sct down to the loco
party. 'The locos of the House leftina
body, on the lust day of the session, to
prevent the clectivnof a whig printer, but
were not able to prevent it. The prople
of lowa will doubtless place the proper
construction upon these acts.

(57 Brother Boon ig not pleased with
our saying he chowed the white feather in
the “litde controversy” he has been en-
gaged in recently with the Boonville Bulle-
tin.  He indulges in some wit, in connce-
tion with our name and proposes to alter
the matter so as to male it appear that the
feather he showed was neither, white,
green, black or vellow, but a combination
of the two last.  This combination is the
favorite color of s Excellency, and as
lie is aspiring to the Gubernatovisl Chair,
of course he wishes to adopt it, and fullow
inthe mockasin prints.

WWe will sing that song. if you will preach
o sermon from the 8ith commandment-=in
which it will be expected you will show
how to get titles to Chureh Property, and
may embrace the occagion to speak of other
matters which will suggest themselyves, —
Or, if you dislike to diseourse upon these
gubjects, you may dance & hora-pipe, in the
game garb you once appeared in on the
streets of Franklin,

Won't they “come out” then!

g 7The examination of the scholars of
Mr. Hexpux's school took place on Thurs.
day lagt. Our engagements prevented us
from being present, but those who were
there, were well pleased.  The exhibition
i the evening “wept off™ well
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THE *“ACT TO SUSTAIN THE

CREDIT OF THE STATE.

We have already published the act to
sustain the eredit of the State, and made
some remarks thereon,  Not a single press,
ns far as we have observed, either whig or
loco, has spoken in defence of this acty some
of the loco presses, it is true, have come
tardily to the rescue, by descanting upon
the impossibility of passing a law which
will please every body, the proneness of the
people to grumble at revenue laws, &c.—
but as for attempting to show that it was a
wise law—that the objects of taxation were
wisely sclected, and that its operations
would be impartial-=there aro none of
them verdant enough for that!

It may be well enough for us to state
here, that the representative from Howard,
C. F. Jacksox, Fsq., wos the especial cham-
pion of this law, and, we believe, since his
return home, has publicly fathered it. Tt
was brought forward just before the elose
of the session, and passed in a drunkon
frofie, we are told by a democratic press.
Wihen the vote was taken upon its passage
in the House, itstood yeas 49, nays 24—
showing 27 members either absent, sick, or
too drunk 1o vote!

Recolleet, fellow-citizens, when you pay
your taxes this year that the increase is the
work of your late representative~-mechan.
ics and clerks, when you are called upon
for one per cent of your wages, recollect
who originated the law, and that we have
good democratic authority for saying it
was passed in a drunken frolic!

We shall have more to say an this sub-
ject hereafter.  For the present we dismiss
it, by copying the following extracts from
the Missouri Statesman, to which we invite
the attention of our readers:

“The bill, all inall, is without example in the
legislative history of the country. Not having
the moral coursge to meet the orisis with the
boldness of conscious right by levying a constitu
tional tax upon the property of the people, it
seels to quict their murmuorings by the legerde.
main process of assessing a rate bill upon I:Ia}-ai-
cians ond lawyers—a bill which will finelly be
Fnill out of the packets of the people themselves,
tdoes that indirectly which it hod vot the inde.
pendence to do directly, It waos conceived in
the spirit of demagogucism, and panders to igno
rant and ignoble prejudices—hoping thus to cover
its retreat by anoutery ageinst “lawyers ond
doctors.” Usurping oeuthority not conferred by
the constitution, it levies a tax upon knowlidge—
o tox which is unconstiwtional and void, A €im
iler tax wpon the shill of the Mechanic and Far
mer—upon  the Carpenter, Cabinet maker,
Brick.layer, Painter, Shoo maker, Saddler,
Herdsmon, Florist, Tobacea, Wheat, [Memp and
Corn Pianter, and any other and all other trades,
callings and rml’rzauions in gociety—a tax vpon
their knowledge and skill, as such, is clearly
within the scope of the same policy and just as
constitutional.  Property ond not knawledge is
n constitutional object  of taxation, and the
taxes upon this ghould be in proportion to its

volue.

Undur thie the 14th seetion of this bil all pri.
vate individuals who are receiving an annual or
stoted sulary for their seivices, are taxed one per
cent., uwpon the omount of said snlary.  This
will inclode Journeymen Machanics and Trades.
men of vll Kinds who are cmployed at stated
woges: Journeymen Saddlers, Carpenters, Black.

Boukbinders, Tinners, Cletks, Suleemen, and all
other employments in life, save the hired laborers
upon a farm, will come in for their share.  And
more thon this!  Under this section sil Teachers
of Schools (Male and Female)) Ministers of the
Gospel; oll Agents for Bible, Tract, Missionary,
and other socicties and slso agents for Sabbath
Schools—all these, nnd more than these, are ob.
jeets of tnxntion to the wne of one per cent!-=
And what is more, the 161th section makes the
Bill retrospective in its operation, on which ne
eount the assessments for the present year (1847)
are to be made under it!

Tue Mans—We understand Messrs.
Prost, Price & Co., have olitnined the eon-
tract fur carrying the mail from Fulton to
Glasgow, three times a week, as heretofore.
They will commence operations as soon as
the road ean Le stocked. We suppose by
this time next week, we shall be in the reg-
ular reccipt of the mails-—we lope sooner.

Revivar.—-There has been quite a revi-
val with the Methodist Chureh in Doon-
ville.  About one hundred and fifty persons
have joined the Church.

For e War, Ho !==Capt, Wm. B.
Fosren, of Glasgow, is raising a company
of men for the war. He will be in town
ta-day, when all who desire “to fight them.
selves a farm,” and pocket £12 bounty,
will have an opportunity.

Mr. Wisen has made arrangementz for o
iweekly wnil on the Missourl river—to be
ibuted ot Jeffersun City, Rochepart, Boon,
ville nad Glaszaw, This mail will leave in the
regular packets at 6 o'clock, r. m.—Union,
We recelved the first fruits of Mr, Wi-
mer's exertions on Thursday,

Covsreurzir.—State Bank of Indiann
10 having for its vignette a female sitting
and a soilor standing near, puinting to
the ocean, on which a vessel is in sight,
There s no such vignette, or anything re.
sembling it, on any bill of 1his bank, and
the public need only be advised of it, to
prevent its eirculation,

Asorner~-10"s, dated May 10th, 1510;
payable at Indianapolis, to Il. Bates or
bearer; letter A, No. 8101, Vignette, na.
ked figure sitting, a sailor pointing (o the
water, and a ship in the distance; at the
foot of the note, an Indian in a canoe.
Engraving eoarse,

|nbout farty eight thousand

77 The population of St

Foouis s

sniths, Toylors, Shoemakeors, Tooners, Printers, |

THE DEMOCRAT—THE TARIFF—
BRITISH CORN LAWS.

The Democrat has backed from its posi-
tion, that the present favorable prices the
farmers are getting for their products, ex
cepling tobneea, is the legitimate results of
the tariff of 1846, It doosso by fairly and
candidly stating that it is “ willing to ad-
mit that the valoe of the breadstufls of this
eountry have gone up bevond what may
be expeeted to be a stable market for them,
ON ACCOUNT of the potatoe rot and
the failure of the grain erops in Europe.”

This is a candid admission, and disposes
of that portion of the subject,

We will proceed to show that it is
wrong again. It says: “But the Times
will recollect, that simulianeous with, or
immediately after the prohibitory duties
were taken off of foreign importations in
this country, the British Parliament re-
pealed their Corn Laws; and that the fet-
ters thus taken off commaorce, admitted the
free transportation of our surplus produce
to England, which advanced the price at a
handsome rate, before any famine existed,
and which may be concidered permanent.”

We  will not be particular about dates,

as to the new tariff, and repeal of the
Dritish Corn Laws; nor need we remind
the Democrat that Europe looked to the
United States, in part, to furnish bread-
stuily, to make up the deficit growing out
of the failure of the potatoe crop, before
the alteration of our tariff, or the repeal of
the British Corn laws; these would make
up an article of themselves, and we pass
them over to notice the repeal of the Corn
Laws.
_ This act of the British Parliament was
ostensibly put forth and hailed as a free
trade measure! when, in fact, it was
brought about for directly the reverse, viz:
Protection. It is true, that their repeal
may exercise a temporary effect on the
price of breadstuffs in this country—but
it will only be temporary, and will most
probably cost us dearly in the end. But
how ecan the repeal of the Corn Laws op.
erate as a Protective Measure to Great
Britain?  We shall answer this question by
quoting from one of the most sagacious
political authors of our day, Cauviy Cor-
ToN, Esq.

Tur corn laws ware sholished ostentatiously,
al one swoop, (o mnke an impression on (he
worll--espeoially on the people of the United
States—as il the DBritish  government  were
approximeting to the principles of free trade—
wherens, they have never yet made an abatement
of imposts, except on the principle of protection,
or to obtain an equivalent, or more than an
equivalent, in some other way. They were
forced, in 1815, to remove the duly of hall a
penny apound on raw cotton—for what f--not
for free trade, as was pretended, but o protect

in principle, nnd in its ultimate practical design,
it ig directly the opposite of froe trade, ond that
itin one of the most comprehensive and most
effective mensures of protection ever devised by
o statesman, It was also a bold stroke of pub.
lic policy, bath in its domestic and foreign as
pocts in its domestic, becousa it seemed (o gacri
fice one groat interest, to save, strengthen, and
fortify, another of far greater importance. In its
foreign espects, because it could be and was vs.
tentatiously held vp and proclsimed to the world
as a groat example Pof lree trade, challenging
other nations to follow. The United States
were the first to swallow the bait, and be cought!
They thonght at least, that the abelition of the
British corn Inws would open a market for Amer.
iean bread stuffs, It wi?l be seen, by.nndsby,
what is likely to be renlized from this expectation.

CONGRESSIONAL.
Wasminaron, March 3.

In the Senate, the Oregon Territorial
Bill was laid on the table, after some debate.

The river and harbor bill was adopted.

The resolution restoring to Mr. Ritchie
hie privileges upon the floor of the Senate,
was laid on the table.

The Scnate then went into Execulive
sossion, after which

A recess was taken,

House of Representatives,—The 1House
refused to take up the bills for the relief of
Irefand; and the sending of the ships of
war Macedonian and Jamestown with
fond for the suffering Irish.

The Senate amendments to the Naval
Pension bill were agreed to,

The House then resolved itself into com-
mittee of the whole, on the Senate amend-
ments to the three million Lill.  The com-
mittee rose after debate and reported the
bill with the proviso offered by Mr. Wil
mot,

The vote being taken, the proviso was
rejected—yeas 07, nays 102,

The Senate's amendments were then con.
curred in, and the bill finally passed by a
vote of yeas 115, nays 82. The bill now
only reqnires the President’s signature to
become a law,

The House then refused to concur in
the Scnate’s amendment striking out from
the supplemental Army Bill the provision
for the appointment of a General in Chief.

The Amendatory Sub-Treasury Act
was then taken up.  Various amendments
were offered and rejected—namong them
one for the repeal of the act of the last
ECERION.

The House then took a recess.

EVENING SESSION.

Senate,~The Senate refused to coneur
in the report of the Conference Commit-
tee recommending the adoption of the
House provision to the supplemental Army
bill, for the appointment of a General in
Chief of the forces in Mexico.

The Committee of Conference then adjourned
their meetings.

The Civil ond Diplomatic bill was then repor.
ted,

House.~~The bill amending the Treasury act
ol last session was carried.

Alse, an net to amend an act for providing for
pdditional forces, and the refunding of expenacs
incurred by the States in equipping volunteers
before mustered into service,

The joint resolution for despatching the Mace.

their own manufacturers against those of the
United States and of the continent. [t wos
nbsolutely necessnry, asa measurs of nationul |
wlicy, to make food os cheap in England, asin
manufactoring nations. 1t was a national ne- |
cessity; and therefors it was done.

Previously, however, by some ten years, to
thg abolition of the duty on raw cotion, the
|:1'.';:|1'.1fuulutuns in the nonh of England, disturbed
ll:u.rl mennced by the trades.unions and the sys.
[temr of strikes for higher wuges, removed, by a
negatiation with the poor law commissioners, |
10,000 paupers from the southern counties, into |
their mille, and thus defeeted the 'unionists and
the strikers, and kept down wages. |

Tt now appenss, that the peimary and chiel |
abjuct of the league for the abalition of the corn |

ws, was for the benefit of the manufavturing |
| systent of Great Briwaln, and thet the former!
interest was soorlficed—il saerificed—to suve n
greater one--one more vital to the Dritigh em. |
pite—and to keep down wages. The same
men, manufoctarers (see first annual report of |
poor law commissioners,) who were engaged in
18341 in drogging paupers against their will, from
the sonth of England, to immure them in the
manufactories of the north, professedly, as appears
from their Jetters to the commissioners, 0 coun-
teract the tradesunions and keep down the

were afierward enrolled among the most influ
entizl lenders of the league for the abolition of
the corn laws; and Sit Robert Peel, naturally
sympathizing with that system, which had been
to himy “the zonse that laid the goldon oug,” (his
immense fortune was made in manufacturiog,)
and not less us o giest statesman, pot the finish.
ing stroke 1o the third grest measure for the |
conservation end protection of the British mouu. |
fneturing system.  The first step was forcing the |
ysupers of England, in 1834, into the manufac.
tories; the pext wos the removal of duties on raw
cotton, in 1845; and the third was the abolition
of the corn luws in 1816:—ull done on the prin.
eiple of protection, and to maintain the sytem of
low wnges, without which Britsh monufactuces,
I the soul and bulwark of the empire, most have
Ifull.vu. 1L is now confidently expected and
| predicted, that, as soon as decency will permit,
the wages of operatives in British manuofactories
will bie rednced, by a messure equal to the cheap.
ening of their bread, that the benelit of the
oholition of the corn laws may acerue, not to the
lahorers, but to their employers; in other words,
to the government; for the government support
these grent interests, that they moy supporl the
government. The amountof wheat used lor paste
in the votton factories, is said to be equal to the
supply of sll the mowbs of the vperatives,—
Eight hundred thousand bushels are used annuully
for paste by members of the antiscorn law league,
from the tax on which they are already relieved,

This great mepsure, therefore, which hox been
bruited far and wide, to the grest astonishment
of mankind, #s a [ree trade measure=-or the
movementof & great nation in a philenthropic
carect, 1o give the poor chesper Lread——lurna
out to be the movement of British manufacturers,
o bar the necessity of raising the wages of their
aperatives, and in the end to cheapen them;—and
of the Briish government o sustain and protect
the Diitish manufocturing system, ss the gieat
bulwark of the empire! ~ Sir Robert Peel saw,
that the British corn laws, or the manufactoring
system, must fall, and he wisely sealed the doom
of the former, (o save the latter.

It will be scon, then, what this flourish of

British free trade amountsto, viz., that at botiom,

danian und Jamesiown to Irelund, with supplies,
was then pnssed.

The bill for constructing four steamers (o be
employed in the transportation of the mail be
twean New York ond Liverpool was passed.

A resolution of thanks to the Speaker wos
unanimously adopted.

11 o’clock, r, sa—Neither House has adjourn.

ed.
LATER,

The Senate refused (o suspend the rules to
receive the bill amending the Sub.Treasury act,
from the Housa,

The new Conforence Committee reported bock
the supplemental military bill, omitting the pro.
visions [or the oppointment of the General in
el

In Execotive session, the Hon. Charles J.
Ingersoll, of Pennsylvanin, was nominated Min-
ister 1o France.

Both [Mouses passed tha bill for the construe.
tion of four now stenmers, 1o enrry with twelve
steainers, offered by private enterprise, the mails
hetween New York, New Orleans, Liverpool,
Holland, Chegres and Oregon,

CLOSING PROCEEDINGS,
Wasninoron, 14 A. m., March 4.
Both Houscs adjourned st 1 o'clock. The

strikes—in other words, 1o keep down wages-- |Senate rejected the nomination of Charles Ji

Ingersoll as Minister 1o France. The President
then nominated Richard Rush, and the nomina.
tion was confirmed.

Thomaos H. Benton, of Missouri, and Col.
Cummings, of Georgia, were then nominnted
Mujor Generals and confirmed.  Messrs, Cad.
wallader, of Pennsylvonia, Hopping, of New
York, and Fronklin H, Pesrce, of N. H., were
then nominsted Biigadier Generals, und confirm-
ed,

IMPORTANT FROM MEXICO.

(77 In the New Orlenns papers of the 24
ingt, we find the following important news:

Report of a battle!  The rumored battle

between Gen. Taylor and Santa Anna,

Canp Warson, Feb. 17, 4,0, .

Iils.  Delta:—Afer closing mine of
this morning | proceeded to the encamp
ment, and had not dismounted from my
horse Lefore [ wag asked by & thousand per.
sons whether | hod the particulars of the
fight between Gen., Tavlor and Santa Anna
at Montereys I did not know what 1o
make of it for o while, but at last succeed-
ed in obtaining enough items to show that
Gien. Taylor lind again met the enemy.—
As voon as | heard this | repaired to the
quarters of Gen, Twiggs, nnd he stated to
me that three Mexicaus had arrived this
morning from Victoria, who had said that
the forces of the Americans after retreat-
ing from Bultillo, had made a stand at Mon
terey, and given fight to the Mexicans un-
der Santa Anna.

The conflict is said to have been long
nnd severe, and the loss great on both sides;
but, say the Mexicans, Santa Anna ultimate
Iy gave way, having sustained a heavy loss
in killed and wounded--among the latter
was Gen. Arista. At this moment I have
little time for comment.  Liver since | have
been advised of the departure of the enemy
from Sun Luis de Potosi, | have been expec-
ting 1o hear the news ol a battle. To en-
counter Gen. Tuylor, Santa Auna would
wish five tiwes bis number of men, and

knowing that, 1 feared for the issue of o bat-
tle, and | must confess to you that | believe
more fully thala batile hns been (ought than
1 do of the reported result,

If the rumor is tiue, 08 reporied, (f‘““
why should the Mexicana say so agnins
themselves) you wi'l have the particulars
long before we will heres  Cirarrannit,

07 Later news renders italmost eertdin
that no battle was fought, as the above
letter infers. A letter from Monterey,
dated Febraary 8rd, says General Taylor
was then at Saltille, with a force of 6000
men, and that he was expected to advance
in the direction of San Luis de Potosi~—
It was also supposed the Mexicans were
advancing upan Salillo.

EQUAL REPRESENTATION.

Throughout the whole of the last session of
the Legislature, the most indefatigable efforts
were modé to secure the pasisge of some resolu
tion that would approsimate to equal representa
tion; but oll feiled,  Propositions were made to
amend by siriking out the two limits that ounuse
ineruality; the one that gives to each county one
membier, and the ane which limits the number af
members of the House of Representatlives to one
hundred. 1t wag impossible to enrry this propo.
sition In either house, although it was necepinble
to most of the friends of equal representation.

A proposition was made (o strike oul the claose
that limita the number of Represantatives to one
Lundeed, ond make no other change; but this
could not succeed A proposition wis then made
to enlarge the House of Represeatatives to ones
hundred and fifty members, with the privilego of
adding a member (or every new county that might
he created, which, althongh not equal, was warmly
supported by most of the membeis of the large
counties; but it wos eppozed by the small county
men, and by some by whom it ought to have been
sustained. [t met with no favor in the House of
Representatives, ond failed of obtaining the con.
stitutionnl majority of the Senate.

Another proposition was made substantially the
sanie as the complex syslem (hal was conlained
in the now Constitution proposed by the conven.
tion, This, slthough not eqnal, was sustained
by most of the friends of equal representation.—
[t possed the Senate by the constitutional major.
ity, but was rejected in the House of Representa.
tives,

A proposition was made in the House of Rep.
resentalives, giving to ench county at least one
member, and enlarging the House of Representa.
tives to abont 140 members, [t gave to the small
counties one member each, and gave on increase
of nestly forty members to be distributed among
the larger counties, but adopted a scale of repre-
sentation that did injustico to the lorgest countlics,
and was very objectionable, because it stiuck
out that clause which provides that no old county
shall bie reduced 1o less than fwenty miles square,
nnd it ulso contained on arbitrary  provision that
no county should ever have more than twelve
members, no motter how large its population.—
This proposition passed the House by the consti:
(utionsl majorily, but was rejected in the Senate,
by the voles of members from the large counties,

The session of the Genesal Assembly wos then
within three days of the time appointed for its
final adjournment, and as all the propositions
that had been submitted had been rejected, the
opinion prevailed that en adjournment would
toke place without any proposition to amend the
Constitution, This was a very undesirable result
of the efforts to equalize representation. It
would have thrown the State into great confusion,
and a most embittered and exasperating state of
public feeling would have been engendered. Tt
would bave efectually postponed, for ot least
two years, oll efforis even to propose further
amendments in a constitutional form, and it would
continue indefinitely our prozent outrageously
unequal representation,

Al the next scssion, the creation of new eoun.
ties that would inevitably lake pluce, would re.
duce the represeatation of St. Louis o ane mem
ber; and then the same causes would prevail that
now prevent the passnge of any fair proposition
to render representation equal. Nothing was to
be hoped for from  postponement until the next
session, 8o [ar as the usunl mode of amending the
Constitution was concerned, The question then

sresented itself—\Was the State to be thrown
[n’af:'n inte astate of revolution? was this Repub
lic to be involved in a stite of ansrchy and dis
cord, and perhops of bloodshed and fatal violence,
by reason of fierce strife and contention on the
subject of representation? Was Missouri to be
involved In disgraceful and inglorions civil war,
similar to the Darr war in Rhode Island, for the
purpose of obtaining equal representation by
violent and revolutionary means! These were
the questions practically presented; for an ad.
journment without mnking some proposition lo
amend the Constitution, must have been nttended
with these results,  Such a state of things would
he most unfortunate and disastrous in a country
of law, order and good moials. Such a fotsl
vesult wes much to be deprecated by oll true pat.
riots und philunthropists; by sll sound, judicious
statesmen, and by all who love our free institu.
tions and desire their prosperity, A lew political
hatspurs, who wish to convert the subject of rop.
resentulion into a miserable partizan squabble,
might desire a différent course, and might be
willing to plunge the State into inextricabile dif
ficulties in order to make o little political capital
out of the conflict; a potshouse politician, with
his possions heoted by artificial stimulants, might
hove his cournge so elevated 03 to desire such o
fatul conflict, snd indulge the hope thot in
the fierce struggles incident to  revoluljon
ary remedies, he and his partisans might by
chance full uppermost.  But such considerations
ought to hove no influence on men whose only
nim and object is to promote the puplic pesce
nrd happiness, and to oblain justice by reasonabe
and lawlul means, A prudent, conservative
pelicy, under such circumstances, wos much the
wisest and most safe, This policy prevailed.

At the heel of the session, a proposition was
offered to melie one more finnl effortto ngree on
o proposition to smend the Constitution, by the
appeintment of a joint committes to conler on
that subject, and 1t was adopted and the com.
mittee was appointed. This committee met and
conferred; the thorough-going frends of ecqual
representation tried in vain to secure the adoplion
of some of the most unohjectionable propositions
that bad been mede, ond it was found that the
best that could be obtained was the proposition
that had passed the House of Representatives,
with some madifications. The committee agreed
to modily the proposition bﬁ' striking out the mibi.
trary elause that provided that no couuty shall
ever have more than twelve members, by simpli
fying ond slightly altering the scale of represen.
tation, g0 ns to wake it & little more favorsble to |
the largest class of counties, and by resioring the |
important provision that no county shall ever ba |

by the constitational mnjority, sud s now sub.
mitted for the candid consideration of the people.
Its submission to (he people does not pass it—
does not incorporate itasa part of the Constitu.
tion; but only enables the people (hrough their
Representatives in the next General Assembly
1o say whether they will toke it in preference to
our present unjust and unerqoal system of repro.
sentation. It is onnecessary to say that (his
proposition was ultimately nﬁ?tﬂlﬂll to and voted
for by several mostdecided friends of equal rep.
resentation, not because they approved it, not
bocause they considered it was what it ovght to
be, but becouse they were well satisfied that it
was the best that could be obtained, and that it
was betler to submit it to the people for their de-
liberate action than to plunge the State inlq anar.
chy, discord and revolution, They considered
even a limited advance townrds equal representa-
tion better than a mad Dorrite experiment, or
any effort to inforoe equal representation by vio.
lent or revolutionary means,

The proposition is now beflore the people for
their nction; if, under all the circumstances, the
nra opposed to it, they are free to reject it. 1f
they prefer to remsin quietly and submissively
under our present unequal system of representa.
tion, they can vote down this proposition and do
s0. If, on the other hand, they prefer to take the
risk and chance of obtaining greater equality by
means unknown 1o the Constitotion—by revaolu-
tionnry remedies-<by violence and civil war, or
by any system of fierce ngitntion and commaotion,
they ore still at liberty 1o pursne that course,—
This proposition does not cul them off from any
remody which they would huve had if it had not
been made. The question then presents ilself
for the calm and patriotic consideration of the
people,—~What is best to be done under all the
circumstances? This question should be consider.
ed nnd determined with a sincere desire (o atrive
at the truth, to form correct conclusions, and
adopta proper course of action., Those who
desite tothrow the communily into commotion
that they may ride on the billows, may pursue a
different course; but the mass of the people will
tloubiless pursue that conrse which will best pro.
mate tho peace, hormony and wellare of the State.
The object of all should be to weigh the relative
advantages of the proposed amendment, to com.
pore it condidly by the present system of
representation, and then dispassionately determine
whether it so far approximaies towards equality
a5 lo induce the friends of equslity to occept it.

What then are the advantages of the proposed
amendmont over the present system? They are
severnl. It proposes to increase the size of the
House of Representatives about thirty or forty
per cent., and o that extent renders representa.
tion more equal, The small counties that are
under the ratio will each get one member as they
now do, and the thirty or forty additionnl mem-
bers will be distributed omong the large and
medium sized counties, which will materially
increase their presont relative power and influence
in the House. This does not render representation
eqqual, butit is one step towards it, and will in.
crense ths ability of the larger counties lo effect
further reforms hereafter,

The county of St, Louis now has four Rep.
resantatives, nnd il no amendment be made, she
will, after the next session, have only one; but
il the proposed smendment be adopted she will
have eight Representatatives. 'Fhis is not
equality; it is less than St. Louis ought to have,
but still it is much better than the present system,
80 far as this county is concerned.

The counties of Howard, Boone, Platte and
Buchanan would probably have three members
ench under the proposed amendment— this would
be @ step owards equality in those counties—then
more than twenty other counties that now have
only one member would get two, and they would
thus take a materiol step towards equal represen-
tation,

Is itexpedent for the friends of equal repre.
sentotion to reject (hese gaing, ond refuse to take
this step towards” equal representation because
perfeet equality is not attained?  We leave it to
u free and intelligent people o determine.

The next advantage of the proposed amend.
ment over our present plan of representation s,
that it checks ond restruing the improvident
creation of riew counties, which has flarelofmo
been a great cavse of uncqual representation,
Now counties have hgretolore beon made with
too much facility; they hove been cut up o as
to’be quite too small, and they have been organ.
ized with very inadequate population. The pro.
posed amendment provides o remedy for this, it
declares that liecealter no new county shall be
organized with a territory of less than five hun.-
dred square miles, ond that no old county shall
be reduced by the crestion of new counties to
less than five hundred sgquare miles, nor to less
than twenty miles square. It thus protects both
the size and the form of the old counties; it also
prevents the creation of any new county unless
its population is equal to two thirds of the ratio
of representation at the time. These provisions
will eflectually prevent the creation of new coun.
lies in such numbers 08 10 render reoresentation
unequel, and will couse all new counties to be
more respectuble in size,

The proposed amendment slso contains a pro.
vision that will guard against long and expensiva
sessions of the Legislawure. These are the advan.
(nges of the proposed smendment—it is good os
far os it goes; the only objection 1o it is, that it
does not go far enough; it spproaches lowards
equality but does not reach it. 1t has no disad.
vantages.  In order to aceept of it we are not
tequived Lo accept of many other odious- and
absurd amendments os was the case when the
new Constittion was sabmitted to the peaple,
nor will its adoption prevent sny fature reforms.
A better proposition ought to have been submitted
to the people, but when it could not be obtained,
it was right (o propose for their action the best
that was sitainable.—Era,

Risains or Corumsus,~The correspon-
dent of the Charleston Courier snys the Sar.
dinian Government has entered into a nego-
tiation with Spain for the restitution of the
ashes ol Christopher Columbus. The mor-
tul remains of this great man, afler having
been first deposited at Seville, were remov.
ed to St. Domingo, where they remained
until 1795, when they were taken to the
Cathedral Church of Havana, where they
now nre.

A Massachusetts lady sent the following
toust 1o the late celebration of the New
Englond Society at Chicagn:

Benjumin Frunklin and Professor Morse
—Sons of the old Bay State—~the one drew
the lightning from heaven, the other gave it
voice und bade it speuk to the world,

Public Lands—Tazes,—An act of Con.

gress, passed 26th Junuary, 1847, leaves
land purchased of the United Slates, sub-

reduced (0 Toss than twouty miles square, by the [jeet to taxation in the states where they lie,

creation of new counties. Thus modified, the

preposition war reported, and phzsed both hywses

immediately after they are enye

red or purs
thased,




